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Abstract

During the time of the Abbasid Caliphate, numerous small regional dynasties
rose to power in the eastern and western regions of Baghdad. In the west,
dynasties such as the Idrisid, Aghlabid, Tulunid, Ikhshidid and Hamdanid
emerged, while in the east, the Tahirid, Saffarid, Samanid, Ghaznawid,
Buwayhid and Saljug dynasties held sway. One of the noteworthy
developments among the minor dynasties was the emergence of the Saffarid
dynasty in the Sistan province, located to the east of Baghdad. The rise of petty
regional dynasties in the Abbasid Caliphate was often fuelled by provincial
governors, army commanders or influential patrons of the Caliphs. However,
the founder of the Saffarid dynasty, Yakub ibn al-layth was a simple
coppersmith. He managed to seize power in Sistan without any inherent birth
advantages or administrative connections to the Abbasid Caliphs. Between 861
and 1003 AD, the Saffarid dynasty saw 9 rulers exerting their influence over
the Sistan province, which spans the present-day Iran-Afghanistan border
region. On the other hand, the Caliphate of Baghdad saw a total of 15 Caliphs
during a specific period. It's intriguing to explore the relationship between the
rulers of the Saffarid dynasty and these Caliphs. Equally important is
understanding the attitude that the Abbasid Caliphs had towards the rulers of
the Saffarid dynasty. This aspect of medieval Muslim history holds a
significant interest.
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